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Welcome to the Open Source Collaborative Project's Moodle & Blackboard Comparison Matrix. 

This matrix will attempt to compare functionality of the Moodle 1.9, Blackboard 7.x Learning System (LS), Blackboard 
8.x Learning System and Blackboard 7 or 8 Academic Suite (AS) course management systems. By determining true 
functionality, the project team will be able to compare the four CMS's equally.

Before you begin, please provide us some information about yourself. This information will help us organize the data we 
receive and aid in the follow-up effort if needed.  

Once you have supplied the information, click on the Save button to view the matrix.

1. Personal Information: (optional) 
This information will be used as follow up purposes only. 

2. How many years of experience do you have working with one or more of the 
following CMS's?

3. If you received training on one or more of the CMS's, please describe the training 
below.

Please answer the following questions on Authoring Tools & Internal / External Resource Management.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality. 

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

1. Introduction & Personal Information

Name:

Email Address:

Education Institution:

Job Title:

  Moodle 1.9 Blackboard 7.x LS Blackboard 8.x LS Blackboard 7 or 8 AS

Years of Experience using the CMS(s):

2. Instructor: Authoring Tools & Internal / External Resource Management

Comments:
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Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Authoring & Authoring tools: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

2. Uploading & Downloading/Permissions/Multi-language support: (Remember: Only 
answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.)

3. External Resource Management: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the 
CMS in which you are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Does the system provide an HTML editor that is functional across 

browsers and platforms?

Does the system provide any simple tools to edit graphics on the 

fly?

Does the system provide any simple tools to record and submit voice 

recordings as content?

Does the system provide any simple tools to edit video clips that are 

placed in the system?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can multiple content files be uploaded or downloaded in batch within 

all relevant locations in the CMS?

Can batches or single files be uploaded or downloaded securely?

Can multiple types of users add content to the main course site?

Are all the standard input methods supported (Windows, Mac, Linux 

keyboard layout)?

Does the system allow the instructor to generate glossaries 

integrated with content?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Does the system provide flexible and multiple ways to link to 

external sites?

Can any user add links to an external site?

Can external links be annotated?

Is there a way for users to view and link to campus-authorized library 

resources?

Can users other than librarians easily set up links to library 

resources?

Comments

Comments

Comments
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Please answer the following questions on Content Use, Navigation & Viewing.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Content Reuse/Storage/Tagging/Tracking: (Remember: Only answer the questions 
for the CMS in which you are familiar.)

3. Instructor: Content Use, Navigation & Viewing

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can course content be imported or copied from another site in the 

CMS?

Can selective content be copied from one site to another?

Can course content be exported in a format for restoration within the 

same CMS?

Can course content be exported in a standards-compliant manner 

for import into a different CMS?

Can instructors export all documents, images, and text created in 

the CMS into a stand alone file set?

Can content be stored in a central repository so that one copy can be 

referred to from multiple sites in the CMS?

If a central storage repository is available, can it serve multiple 

CMSs?

If content can be stored in a central repository, is it possible to store 

keyword and locally-defined metadata related to that content?

Can standard metadata schema be employed within the system?

Is there versioning control for content items stored within the CMS 

site?

Is there versioning control for content items stored if central 

repository storage is available?

Comments
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2. Content Navigation & Viewing: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS 
in which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Assignments/Drop box.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors distribute a static URL to their course sites?

Can instructors create inline links from content areas to specific 

tools?

Can instructors search an entire course via keyword strings?

Does the system automatically create an index of the site?

Can instructors customize the index of the site?

Are there tools for managing copyright of content that help prevent 

viewing by unauthorized audiences?

Can the home page or designated areas of the course be set as 

public, private, or for a particular user/group?

Can an individual content item be shared with an individual or group 

who does not have access to that item in a course site?

Can content be selectively released based on group membership?

Can content be selectively released based on test scores?

Can content be selectively released by date?

Can content be selectively released according to a collection of rules 

defined by the faculty member?

Before a user has to log in, is there a way he or she can see public 

views of each site?

Once a sequencing order has been set for items on a page, can the 

instructor change that order by selecting a number representing 

where that item should fall in number-order?

Once a sequencing order has been set for items on a page, can the 

instructor change that order by dragging and dropping the item to 

the correct location?

4. Instructor: Assignments/Drop box

Comments
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button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Assignments/Drop box: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Quizzes & Tests.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Is an assignment tool available separate from a drop-box location?

Can instructors delegate the creation assignments?

Are there any file types not compatible with assignment submission?

Can instructors control the file sizes of submissions?

Can instructors control whether students have one or multiple 

submission attempts?

Is the instructor alerted when an assignment is posted?

Is there virus checking/filtering of submissions?

Are assignment submissions time-stamped?

Can instructors set up a group assignment for which multiple 

students can contribute?

Can instructors comment on assignment submissions and release 

comments online?

Are assignments tied with other tools (esp. calendar and 

gradebook)?

Can assignments be set up to allow for peer review?

Is a drop-box tool available--separate from an assignment tool?

Are there any file types not compatible with assignment submission?

Can instructors control the file sizes of submissions?

Can instructors control whether students have one or multiple 

submission attempts?

Is the instructor alerted when an assignment is posted?

Is there virus checking/filtering of submissions?

Can the drop box be sorted in multiple ways?

Are the submissions time-stamped, and can they be associated with 

deadlines?

Can submissions be archived or stored in a separate location so that 

the list of submissions remains manageable?

Is the dropbox tied to other tools such as the gradebook?

5. Instructor: Quizzes & Tests

Comments
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questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.
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1. Quizzes & Tests: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you 
are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors delegate the creation quizzes, tests, and surveys?

Can question banks be created and reused across multiple sites?

Can batches of questions be imported into the system from a file or 

from an external tool like Respondus?

Does the system support creation of mathematical or scientific types 

of questions, including random variable questions?

Does the system support creation of mathematical or scientific types 

of answers, including ranges for answers?

Can quizzes be pre-built and later released by date?

Can quizzes be pre-built and later released by selected users?

Can quizzes be pre-built and later released according to 

performance recorded elsewhere in the system?

Can questions be pulled randomly from a question bank?

Are quizzes integrated with the calendar tool so delivery can be 

made through an automated post to the calendar?

Can answers be displayed randomly?

Does the system provide other security tools to help minimize 

potential for cheating besides randomization and timed-tests?

List the options an instructor has for feedback given to the student 

after the quiz or test is submitted.

Does the system track and keep student scores from multiple 

attempts?

Can quizzes be delivered as practice quizzes--with feedback on right 

and wrong answers but no score recorded?

Can quiz results be downloaded into a comma-delimited format?

Are quizzes integrated with the gradebook?

Is it possible to summarize scores by section, group, class, or 

student?

Is it possible for instructors to add individualized comments on a 

student's quiz attempt at the question level?

Is it possible for instructors to add individualized comments on a 

student's quiz attempt at the quiz-attempt level?

Can question banks be shared with other instructors?

Can the system import questions formatted in standard testing 

formats from other LMS systems?

Can the system export questions formatted in standard testing 

formats into other LMS systems?

6. Instructor: Collaborative & Universal Design/Access Support

Comments
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Please answer the following questions on Collaborative & Universal Design/Access Support.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.
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1. Collaborative & Universal Design/Access Support: (Remember: Only answer the 
questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on the Gradebook.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors give permissions to others to help design and create 

content without allowing access to student, FERPA-protected 

information?

Does tracking and versioning make it possible for instructors to 

determine what design or content changes have been made by 

others in the course?

Can such changes be rolled back?

Can instructors use current Windows XP and Vista operating systems 

without any loss of functionality?

Can the instructors use current Mac OS X 10.3 through 10.5 

operating systems without any loss of functionality?

Can instructors use Internet Explorer 6 or 7 without any loss of 

functionality?

Can instructors use Mozilla Firefox 1.5, 2 or 3 without any loss of 

functionality?

Can instructors use Safari 2 or 3 without any loss of functionality?

Can instructors use the system on their PDAs?

Can information within the instructors interface be accessed via text 

so that users may use screen readers or Braille display without loss 

of functionality?

Can instructors navigate using the keyboard only without loss of 

functionality?

Can instructors magnify the interface without loss of functionality?

If the interface itself includes any audio messages, are those 

messages in that audio translated into an equivalent text message?

Can instructors identify--within the interface--their preferences for 

how the interface is presented to them (e.g. visually, text-centric, 

etc.)

When an instructor is designing content or activities within the 

interface, are there fields available within the interface that 

encourage them to include text descriptions of images and audio?

When instructors are choosing colors for their site, is there ready-at-

hand information on wise color choices for display on screen? (e.g. 

what color combination are difficult to see, not using color-only for 

meaning)

Is there general universal design information available to faculty 

within the system?

7. Instructor: Gradebook

Comments
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*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.
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1. Gradebook: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are 
familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors designate their own grading ranges? (i.e. 90-100 

equals A).

Can instructors input grades by navigating across columns using the 

tab key and entering a grade within the cell (similar to the way 

instructors might use a spreadsheet)?

Can instructors search for and jump to an individual record?

Can an instructor search for and jump to a specific data column?

Can an instructor lock the student name column so that it will always 

appear as he or she is working in a gradebook with many, many 

data columns?

If the student name column cannot be locked so that it always 

appears, will students' names be apparent in any other way as the 

instructor is working in a large gradebook with many data columns?

Is the assignment tool integrated into the gradebook?

Are quizzes and tests integrated with the gradebook?

From within the gradebook, can instructors use internal 

communication tools to send grades and comments to students?

Does the gradebook offer any other integration points with the rest 

of the site?

Can select grades be integrated with campus registrar records?

Can the gradebook be exported and merged with a custom Excel 

gradebook?

Can instructors drop the lowest grades after the fact?

Can instructors have the system curve grades after the fact?

Can columns be added to the gradebook manually?

Can instructors customize grading schemes?

Can instructors include open-ended comments in the gradebook or 

associated with gradebook items?

Can instructors determine when a grade is released to students?

Can instructors determine where in the course site the grade report 

appears to students?

Can instructors alert students that a grade has been posted via the 

students' external email account, or another external communication 

method?

Does the system allow instructors to automatically regrade all test or 

assignment submissions in case of instructor error or item 

ambiguity?

Does the system allow instructors to generate grade distribution 

reports (i.e. how many students got 90 and above, etc.)?

8. Instructor: Asynchronous Discussion

Comments
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Please answer the following questions on Asynchronous Discussion.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.
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1. Asynchronous Discussion: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on the Course Content Contribution and Quiz Taking.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Is a discussion board tool available?

Can an instructor set up have multiple discussion boards assigned to 

different groups of users?

Can threading within a discussion board topic be enabled and 

disabled?

Can instructors give participants the rights to create their own 

discussion boards and organize discussion categories?

Can instructors save their postings as draft and preview them?

Do instructors have the same content generation tools they have 

elsewhere in the site within the discussion board?

Does the system autosave posts as users are drafting?

Can instructors sort both discussion topics and posts within them in 

different ways?

Can specified posts be concatenated and printed?

Can specified posts be concatenated and saved/exported?

Can instructors view only new or unread postings?

Are discussion boards searchable?

Can posts/topics be tied to other tools such as gradebook or 

calendar?

Does the discussion board support audio discussion, including 

instructor recorded, oral response?

Can instructors open particular boards to guest participation without 

opening the entire site or all discussion boards?

Can discussion boards be set up to include peer review?

To help manage courses with many discussion boards or postings, 

can instructors delete, archive, and make read-only boards within 

them?

To help manage courses with many discussion boards or postings, 

can instructors delete, archive, and make read-only particular topics 

within each board?

Can the email tool be used to support asynchronous discussion?

Can the email tool also be used as an instance messaging or chat 

tool?

9. Instructor: Course Content Contribution and Quiz Taking

Comments
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*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Contributing to course content: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS 
in which you are familiar.)

2. Taking quizzes & tests: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which 
you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Group Collaboration & Support & Synchronous Communication.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can participants offer online annotations to content, annotations 

that are readable by all site participants?

Can participants contribute annotated web resource links in their 

site?

Can participants contribute to select, regular course content if 

authorized by the instructor, without having to be given content 

privileges for the entire site?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Do users receive visual and textual feedback regarding which 

questions they have answered?

For timed tests, is the timer always visible?

If the instructor sets the ability to backtrack, can students go back to 

a specific question without paging through multiple questions?

If the instructor allows it, can students see the questions they were 

given and answers they submitted?

10. Instructor: Group Collaboration & Support & Synchronous Communicati...

Comments

Comments
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*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Group Collaboration & Support: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS 
in which you are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors set up secured spaces for site participants to 

complete group work?

Within these secured spaces, can participants have access to a drop-

box?

Within these secured spaces, can participants have access to a wiki?

Within these secured spaces, can participants have access to a chat?

Within these secured spaces, can participants have access to a 

discussion board?

Within these secured spaces, can participants have access to a group 

email?

Can instructors allow participants to set up their own group spaces?

Is a wiki tool available in the system?

Does the wiki tool include standard wiki-type tracking and reversion 

capability regarding changes made?

Does the wiki tool include a WYSIWYG interface for entering and 

modifying text?

Can wiki products be connected to the gradebook for feedback and 

grading?

Comments
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2. Synchronous Communication: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Student Tracking, Student Portfolios/Course Assessment.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Is a synchronous chat feature available within the application?

Does the chat feature provide basic features of text chat?

Does the chat feature provide basic features of archiving of 

sessions?

Does the chat feature provide basic features of the set-up of 

multiple 'rooms'?

Does the chat feature provide basic features of basic whiteboard?

Is synchronous audio supported anywhere in the system?

Is synchronous video supported anywhere in the system?

Can instructors use instant messaging to communicate with site 

participants who are online?

Can this instant messaging be archived?

11. Instructor: Student Tracking, Student Portfolios/Course Assessment

Comments
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1. Student Tracking:  
 
Can an instructor determine the following about an individual student through the 
system's tracking capabilities: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

2. Student Portfolios/Course Assessment: (Remember: Only answer the questions for 
the CMS in which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Customization and Instructional Design Tools.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

last time logged in

how many times logged in within a specified time period

which assigned work has been completed

which assigned work is overdue

which assigned work is below a certain performance measure

which areas in the course have been visited

how many contributions a participant has made in all aspects of the 

course

Can the instructor run similar reports as above for an entire class?

Can the instructor run similar reports as above for a subgroup of a 

class?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors have participants gather their work in the course, 

select pieces from that work, and re-present it as a summative 

collection?

Can this collection include contributions made in discussion boards or 

other interactive tools in the course?

Can this collection be prefaced with a reflective statement?

Can this collection be interspersed with reflective statements?

Can the collection be connected as a separate line-item in the 

gradebook?

Can qualitative comments be added by the instructor?

Does the CMS offer specific tools for instructors to get student 

feedback throughout the semester?

Does the CMS offer specific tools for end-of-semester evaluations?

12. Instructor: Customization and Instructional Design Tools

Comments

Comments
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You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Customized Look and Feel: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

When instructors are presented with their list of courses/sites, do 

they have options to customize that list such as reordering it or 

hiding the links?

Can an instructor customize the text and colors of a course 

homepage's menu?

Can an instructor change the layout of a course homepage?

Can an instructor replace the course homepage with a custom-

designed one?

Can an instructor use CSS style-sheets to more completely 

customize a course homepage?

Can instructors select which language their course appears in, 

including menus and tools?

Comments
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2. Instructional Design Tools: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on User Management, Course Administration & Statistics.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors sequence content in a strictly linear format and 

require students to follow that linear sequence?

Can instructors create content in a non-linear format?

Can instructors allow participants the choice of following a linear or 

non-linear format when reading content?

Does the system offer features that enable initial Course layout and 

or structuring?

Can the system be set up so instructors can choose among a set of 

custom templates created by their campus?

Can templates be created offer instructional design aides, checklists, 

guides for the instructor?

13. Instructor: User Management, Course Administration & Statistics

Comments



Page 20

Bb/Moodle Functionality MatrixBb/Moodle Functionality MatrixBb/Moodle Functionality MatrixBb/Moodle Functionality Matrix
1. User Management: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which 
you are familiar.)

2. Course Administration: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which 
you are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can any element of the site be defined as public, as long as it 

doesn't include student data protected by FERPA?

Can instructors (or other authorized users) of a site add a user to 

the course?

Can instructors look up a user to see if he or she is in the system 

before adding that user to the site?

Can instructors (or other authorized users) adjust site permissions 

for others enrolled in the site?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Does the system offer a specific tool for creating a course schedule 

(a single listing of daily events, readings, homework, etc.)?

Can a course schedule be shared by multiple sites?

Can a course schedule be automatically updated with new dates for a 

new year?

Can the course schedule be integrated with other tools in the 

system?

Can the calendar sync with other campus systems?

Can the calendar be downloaded to a PDA?

Does the calendar support repeating events?

Can instructors use the calendar for self-service scheduling of office 

hour-appointments?

Can instructors choose to make rosters and student profiles 

available to their class?

Can instructors make their own course backups--including student 

work--for archival purposes?

Can instructors make their own course backups--without student 

work--for reuse in a later semester?

Can instructors make their own course backups--without student 

work--for repackaging on an external website or other CMS?

Comments

Comments
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3. Course Statistics/Working Offline: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the 
CMS in which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Student Communication.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors use statistics tools to judge if students have logged 

in to the course?

Can instructors run reports on contributions students have made to 

the course?

Can instructors run reports on which segments of the course students 

have visited?

Can instructors develop content offline and synchronize it when back 

online?

Can instructors grade student written contributions in discussion tools 

or in response to assignments offline and then upload those grades 

when online?

Can instructors review and grade student assessments offline and 

then upload those grades when online?

14. Instructor: Student Communication

Comments
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1. Instructor Communication to Students: Announcements, Instructor Journal or Blog, 
Class Email (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are 
familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Navigation & Tools.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can instructors post announcements on their sites for students to 

read?

Can instructors choose to make those announcements available via 

text messaging?

Can instructors choose to make those announcements available via 

connection to Facebook or other websites?

Can instructors choose to make those announcements available via 

RSS feeds?

Can announcements be reordered on a site?

Can announcements be selectively released based on user behavior, 

scores, etc.

Can an instructor using a journal or blog format to post news and 

longer written pieces to the site?

Can an instructor allow or disallow comments on this journal/blog?

Is the journal/blog organized by date and time?

Can the journal/blog be connected to an RSS feed?

Is there a way for instructors to email all students within a class?

Is there a way for instructors to email a smaller group within a site?

Is there a way for instructors to email individuals?

Is sent and received mail available only within the site?

Is sent and received mail only available in a user's regular email 

account?

Can instructors decide whether to have email posted only within the 

site or sent out to a regular email account?

Can the email archive within the site be searched?

Can the email archive within the site be exported?

15. Participants: Navigation & Tools

Comments
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* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Student Navigation within site: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS 
in which you are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can participants use bookmarking to mark where they are in a site 

and return to it later?

Can participants search through all aspects of a site?

Does the site provide a table of contents or a site index?

Does the site provide breadcrumbs or other mechanisms so that 

participants can easily backtrack?

Can the list of a user's sites be customized by the user (reordered, 

hidden, etc?)

Comments
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2. Productivity & Organization:(Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Assignment Submission and Peer Communication.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.
*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can the calendar sync with other campus systems so that 

participants see both course events and important campus dates?

Can the calendar be downloaded to a PDA?

Can participants use the calendar to request and verify 

appointments with the instructor?

Can due dates entered by instructors into an assignment or quiz tool 

can a be set to be received automatically on a calendar view?

Can grades be set to be received automatically on a calendar view?

Can announcements be set to be received automatically on a 

calendar view?

Does the system allow users to select pages for printing?

Does the system allow users to annotate content dynamically (in real 

time)?

Does the system allow users to print content with their annotations in 

tact?

Does the system integrate a dictionary (i.e. Merriam Webster's)?

Does the system allow batch upload/delete files in areas where 

students can attach or upload files?

Can a site participant get context-sensitive help about the system?

Does the site participant have access to searchable help within the 

system?

Can users easily input either plain text or HTML pages in all tools 

where text submissions are anticipated?

16. Participants: Assignment Submission and Peer Communication

Comments
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1. Assignment submission: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

2. Connecting with Peers: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in which 
you are familiar.)

Please answer the following questions on Communication with instructors & Discussions.

You may answer: yes, no, 3rd party(free), 3rd party($), Dev, N/A or leave the answer blank for the following 
questions.

*Select Yes if you are aware that the CMS does have that functionality included.

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can participants attach notes with submissions?

Does the system alert participants regarding assignments that are 

coming due or overdue?

Can participants resubmit if a problem occurs with their first 

submission?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can students set up blog space for themselves?

Do participants have synchronous tools like chat or instant 

messaging that they can use when they need to communicate with 

other participants?

Can participants see when other participants are online?

If they do have these synchronous tools available, can participants 

set up privacy blocks regarding other's communications?

Can participants email other site participants without the intervention 

of the instructor?

If they do have access to an email or messaging tool, can 

participants choose to block incoming messages or control from 

whom they will accept messages?

If they do have access to any email or messaging tool, can 

participants choose to send a phone text message via that same 

tool?

Do participants have access to social bookmarking tools within the 

system?

Can participants set up a personal profile within the system, for 

which they can set permissions within and outside the system?

Can participant-generated content within the system be shared with 

external audiences if the participants choose?

17. Participants: Communication with instructors & Discussions

Comments

Comments
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*Select No if you are aware that the CMS does not have that functionality included.
*Select 3rd party(free) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that is free to use.
*Select 3rd party($) if you are aware of a 3rd party tool that addresses the function that has a fee to use.
*Select Dev if you are aware that the function is currently being coded (or in beta) and is expected to be released 
within the next 6 months.
*Select N/A if the question does not apply.
* Leave the answer blank if you do not know if the CMS has the functionality.

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS: Click the Save button on each page to continue in the matrix. You must click the Save 
button in order to save your progress and be able to return to complete the matrix at a later time.

Only answer the questions for the CMS in which you are familiar.

1. Communicating with instructors: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the 
CMS in which you are familiar.)

2. Contributing to discussions: (Remember: Only answer the questions for the CMS in 
which you are familiar.)

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can participants send or receive email or messages internal to the 

system?

Can participants contact via chat or IM if instructor is online?

Can participants receive notifications regarding announcements via 

RSS?

Can participants receive announcements at external sites such as 

Facebook?

Can participants receive announcements via text messaging?

  Moodle 1.9 Bb 7.x LS Bb 8.x LS Bb 7x or 8x AS

Can users save drafts and preview posts?

Does the system autosave posts as users are drafting?

Can participants concatenate their contributions and others 

responses to them for saving?

Can participants print a single posting or thread?

Can participants recall or delete a posting they have made?

Can participants respond to posts via audio?

Can participants comment on instructor or student journals/blogs?

Comments

Comments
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